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-"THE GREAT IMPERSONAnON"-

BOOKPRESS
CHARLES KENMORE ULRICH. EdiIar

,

EXHIBITORS'

Comments of Value to Paramount Exhibitors on

/

n

WillIiaIB MaI__., c...en-.a
b photolftPhy diaplqed in

e na _n-----!t---...;,.."....
of i1Iiam Karaba1l, a well kilo.. eam­
eraman 10111 identified with ParamollDt
picture&. Kr. Kanhall ia an expert ph0­
tographer and hia work in Paramount pie­
turee on him fame u screen 0&IJeraman.
He photolftphed ••,The 0IDUl Thou
Gavest Me," and ".A Wile Fool," but in
his latest work his geniu ia displqed at
ita beat. It ia a photographio muterpleoe.

neait Show in Tothe

novel which achieved great nee... lIr.
Oppenheim: 'a Dovela are all fueinating
atories, characterized by unuaualnees of
plot and theme, and rich in auapenae and
other qualities eesential to good fiction
literature. Ev~ character of •• The Great
Impersonation' o1rers a keen ltud)' in
human psychology and the story is knitted
together in perfect dramatic style, with a
t1Diabing punch that will delight the most
blase 1ilm audience.

ta'R ramoIf It'

A NY picture bearing the imprint
•• George Melford Production," is

one of value to Paramount exhibitors from
the box office standpoint. They know that
a George Melford production represents
the best the screen affords and that the
inveetment is- as certain or good ftnancial
returna as if it were secured by gilt edged
gold bonds.
GeOiie MeIf~ .. PiOdUCei
Paramount pictures such as "The Sea

Wolf," "The Round-Up," "Behold My
Wife," "The Faith Healer," "A Wise
Foo!," ete., have made the name of George
Melford one of the big leaguers in 1Um
production. All of his pictures are all..tal·
specials, founded on famous works of lit­
erature and the drama. Although each of
his productions haa maintained a fine stan­
dard of quality and eBtertamment value, it
is confidently expected that "The Great
Impersonation" will su.rpasa all his pre­
vious achievement-. It is a strong, force­
ful drama revd'lving around certain inci­
dents which occurred before the great
war, and while there is not a single war
scene, it is a fascinating recital of the inner
secrets of foreign diplomatio eirclee at that
exciting period in world history. Mr.
Melford has tr~ted this great atory to
the screen, and injected into the vehicle a
wealth of 8U8pense, excitement and great
dramatic value.
....... Kirkwood, Featured Player
There are few better known or more

popular screen players than James Kirk­
wood, who is the featured player in "The
Great Impersonation." Mr. Kirkwood is
an actor with a big screen following and a MOIlle M. KatterjoIm, Scene..
player of signal artistic attainments. He
began his motion picture career after Perhaps no photoplaywrlght was better
eighteen years active stage work and baa qualifted to adapt" The Gr t Impenona­
been seen in many notable productions. tion" to the screen than Monte ll. Katter-
He is .. good a director as he is a screen john. .All of lIr. Katterjohn'.-work poll­
artist and many notable productions we!"e Se88es a distinct quality of originality
evolved under his direction. His imper- which lends an added charm. to his adap­
sonatioa-m II The Wise Fool" in which he tatiOIll. He has written many 808nanOi of
was the featured player, :won him great all types, one of'his latest being the eereeD
renown, but his dual role in "The Great adaptation of Elinor Glyn'. story, "The
ImpezBonation u. unqaeatiunabJy"'WDt:plae:.-I..\J!PM&-Memen\;" whieh-MI"V_~ the Ant "
him in the front rank of screen acton. Paramount starring vehicle of Gloria

Eo DL:II:- Oppe......, Author Swanson. In h" adaptation of "The Great
& ........ Impersonation," he has added man)' pow-

One of the mOlt widely read ccDt8mpor- erful dramatic punches, at the ume time
aneous authors is E. Phillips Oppenheim, PreHrving intact every good acreen fea­
an English novelist, whose "Jeanne of the ture of the original novel
Marshes" served u the buis for Dorothy U:..L.l. On_tie Cb_
Dalton's receDt succe88ful pioture, "B,," ......", ~~

hind Muka." Mr. Oppenheim &lao is The 8cenes of the story are laid in En,-
author of "The Great Impersonation," a land and .A!rica before and dlU'inl the
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~Who .me "!'he Qr-.t~­
ation"'l-llaay ....

A.-E. Pbilliptl Oppenheim, one of the
best lmo of CODteIIlportl1'T novelists.
The novel had a auceeesfull'\Ul.

Q.--Who "''1'be Ckwi
.. Z.

A.-William Marshall., a lena wizard
with a score of aucceuful pictures to his
credit.

Q.-J • 1'onI&IDe LaBu. in "'lbe LonBow....... II her MD ap­
t

A.-FoB . e LaRue will be
new ParamOUDt picture, "The Gre t
Impersonation", whi com to this th
atre a a loon to be annoUD ed.

E XHIBITORS having a mailing list
may find this letter on "The Great

Impersonation" worth mailidlr to their ,
patrons:-

"fiIJI G~'l' DIPBBIIOXAUO."

YatJ'OD of PuamOUJrt fteaUe who
Georp Kelford 'a he ParamOUJlt p~tue, "TIle
Wi.. Fool' 'j will remember the ardatic work
thereiA of ames ltirkwood ud AJlJ& Forrest.
These two featured players apia appear in Kr.
Kelford 'a 1&teat production, "TIle Great Imper·
sonation" which will be tile feature at thia tll.­
tre for ....•... days beIiaJdaInut .••••••...
Th.Ia is one of the b.iIPR pture prodnotiolla
of the year and is well Wort!l1. of your atte_tiolL
The Ken_ are laid iJI EaIJUld, Oe~ &ad
Afriea, ud tile story-well, it 'a OIl. of Eo
Phillips Oppalaeim '.. and you bow wJaa~ tbt
meau. pi_ come u early .. ~ble if you
deaire IOOc1 seat.&.

Here is a postcard which should be sent
so that it will reach theatre patrol18 not
later than the morning ot the premier
showing of the pictnre.

.A ftO'I'UD LUD
We r~tfally up your a~..ce at the

premier cliQl&y of 0-,. on! • pen Para·
mOUJlt piclt1Ue prodaetioll, •• TIl. Grea& Impenoll'
atioll" featum, .1__ Kirkwood, at the ..••.•
. • . ••. TIleaue nut •••.••••••••• T1lIa ia poa-
tively a pieture de lue ud froa .very ataIul·
poblt of ilinetioll, veetitue ua aetb2, it ...
few Illperion. To Me t'Ja pIlotop1&y .. iut&·
mOUllt to reoelviq eome areat uupeeted Miadt
It Ie u B. PldIJips oppeueia story -of tile
beat pde. Do_ 't miea it. .

Exhibitors should make liberal of
the Preas Stories on pages 8 and 9 of this
book and when aending them to the mo­
tion picture editors of the pr~ p oduc­
tion cuta shown on another page ahould
be forwarded with them. An illustrated
story invariably is acceptable.

••• • •• •••••••••••• • _. ••• .-:1
BOOK TIE-UP

Q.-Who is James Kirkwood'l-Oarioul.

A.-Mr. Kirkwood is a well known
stage and screen favorite who was last
seeD in "The Wise Fool", a Geor,e
Melford Paramount production. He baa
a dual role of tremendous strength in
"The Great Impersonation", another Mel.
ford production soon to be displayed at
this thestre.

Q.-Who has the~ WOID&1l'. role
in "The Great Impencma&lcm"'l--.J. V."

A.-Ann Forrest. She played oppoaite
James Kirkwood in "The Wise Fool", as
you will remember. She is a clever act­
reaa and haa an exacting role in this new
George Melord production, that of a half
demented wife ho reeovera and finds
conjugal happineaa.

E XHIBITORS may find it profit­
able to arrange with book deal­

ers in their towns to make window
displays of the novel of "The Great
Impersonation", by E. Phi 11 i p 8

Oppenheim. Use this placard with
the display:-

BEIl'ORB YOU 8K1ll

"The Great ImpenonatioDU

at tbe ..•...•.TIIeMn _
........ , R-.l &. PbIIIIp
OppeDhellll.'.~ 0gel
of tbe Same U..
WhJda Pidare ......

"The Great Imper oDation"
FOR 8AL1a IIBBB

A Gnat Stor,I A BeaatihI .....

Q -Pleue tell me 1ODleth!Dg about
• George Melford'. lateR Pal'&­

mount ptcmare procluotion of "The Great
Iml*'lOnation" -Pilm P&n.

A.-It is. a story of pre-war days in
England, Africa and Germany. The two­
chief characters, portrayed by James
Kirkwood, are a German spy and an Eng.
lishmAD Their resemblance provokes a
series of remarkable incidents which make
this one of the dramatic pictures of the
year. It was produced by George Helford
for Paramount and will be shown at this
theatre soon.

-"THE GREAT IMPERSONATlON"-

Exploitation Hints that areWorth Utilizing

A Ceor.. Melford
ProciactioD

HIGH SPOTS OF VALUE IN PROGRAM FACTS ABOUT MAIL EXPLOITATION OF
the Proper Exploitation of Picture Thole Identified with tlu Picture George lIelford'. Production of

''THE GREAT IMPERSONATION" "THE GREAT IMPERSONAOON" ''THE GREAT DIPERSONATION"

E XHIBITORS have abundant oppor­
tunities for effective exploitation of

George Melford's fine Paramount picture
production of "The Great Impersonation"
featuring' Jame Kirkwood. Here are
Bome ot the high spots ~hroh are-worth
featuring in advertisements of the picture.

An Ideal Sc:reea Production
"The Great Impersonation" is one of

the most ideal screen productions ever
made by George Melford, the noted Para.­
mount producer. It is a story 0 intrigue
and international conspiracy and contains
some new and most extraordinary situa­
tions. The photography is admirable.

The novel upon which the picture is
based was written by E. Phillips Oppen­
heim, a leading novelist. His books are
widely read and his style has a universal
appeal. All his stories are meaty and
highly original.

Able~ iD Cut
The photoplay is interpreted I>y some

of the screen's oabl¥t players. James
Kirkwood, famed both as a director and
leading man, play. a highly exacting dual
role, mo t difficult because of the fact that
one of the characters is a German and the
other an Englishman. Ann Forrest .
leading woman and many other favorite
are in the large cast, including Winter
Hall, Truly Shattuck, Bertram Johna,
Alan iBBle., lJawrenCle Grant, William
Burrflll8, Temple Pigott, Cecil Holland,
Fontaine LaRue, Louis Dumar, Frederick
Vroom and Florence Midgely:

e adaptation wu made by Monte
M. Katterjohn, author of "The Flame of
the Yukon", and other original photo­
plays and numerous scenarios founded
on plays and novels.

Settinp Rep......t • Fort1me
t-=-+---"=='-----.JP1h....- picture ~pretleBte a omm6 in

settings. These are all particularly effec­
tive and include a conception of the
Kaiser's secret war chamber, where were
stored models and plana of Teutonic war
machines, a large castle interior, with a
lavishly furnished hall and several adjoin­
ing room.; a boudoir setting which is
the replica of Marie Antoinette's boudoir
and many other interesting structures
supposedly laid in various parts of Eu­
rope ,:nd Africa.

If It'B a Paramount Picture, JIt~
F".r

/
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:Yard -aalL.that Dominey _...·D __~.

watched.
Here the plot develope into one of the

molt thrilling and IIlI'Priaing elimaxee
ever n in any motion picture. Baga­
tein '. eo-plottera are arreated and Jlou,..

mond Dominey is reetored to reason and
happin

o

·clare, It'

Uft.l:J'\.T IMPERSO AnON"-

Von Ragastein conceives the idea of
poiaoning Dominey and &8I11IIling his name
and tation in England and aetintr ..
epy for the Emperor. He eonffll'l with
the latter by wirelea and receives orden
to go the limit. He makes a eleeping po­
tion and arrangee with Dr. Hu 0 Schmidt

-to have some nativ kill Dominey. The
camp is burned, Dominey prelt1mably
killed and: Von R.. In roeeed on
h ay to England. He is joined at Cape
Town by GUltave SeiDlann, a German I&­
cret agent and they proceed direetly to
Berlin wliere tlle. e itnal in·
ItruetioDl from the Emperor.

Ragutein takee p on of Dominey
B8ll under the nam of Dominey. Rota­
mood Domin y k to kill Dom­
iney, but wakens. The Duke of Oxford
ill 811 picion of Dominey whOlD he mspeetl
to be Ragaatein and he notiflee Beo land

"'I'D QUA'!' DIP~A'l'IO "

'1'be Old

~~~.::m~ I KIrkwood
~~~ "","",q .
Dab CIlf •••••.•..••• Wlilllltl_ '.11

Da6_ of Oztard ~~~:;.:=

Romantic is Story of Leading Players in
George Melford'. Big Production Superb Geo'Y/e MelfOrdProduction

"The Great ImpersOnatIon" "The Great Impersonation"

E VERARD DOMINEY, a young Eng· J AMES KIRKWOOD-Born in Grand
liahman, and Sigiamund Devinter, Rapids, Mich. Played in atoek for

later known as Baron Leopold Von~ several yean and began his eereen career
stein, are claaamates at Oxford and alike in 1911. Supported Pauline Frederick in
in appearance .. two peas. "Innocence. " Scored a bit in "Lea Mia-

Several y~ thereafter, Von Raga- erablee," "and h.. been neeeuful in many
stein is anished to German East Afriea photoplays. Achieved a personal and art­
for killing Prince Eideratrom with whoe. iltic triumph in "The Wille Fool". Is
wife he baa had an dair. He is .~rviJlg featnred player in "The Great Impenon­
as milital'1 eommandant. Domin._eY'I~t-t.""_r-I-~ati~...·:on."
pected of slaying a man w 0 11-'
interfering in his marital afrllirR, through ANN FORREST-Born m Denmark in
which Rosamond, his wife, l)e('!omeA ir- 1897. Began aoreen eareer in 1915. Was
rational, goee to Africa on a lion hunt and in "The Grim Game," "The Prince Chap"
with his companions etumbl~ exhausted and many other prodUCtiODl. She is a
into Von Ragastein's ('amp. delightful player and has the leadin, wo-

man '. role in •• The Great Impel'lOD&tion. ' ,
WINTBR JlAIL--Born in Chri8tchureh,

New Zealand i educated there. Stale ca­
reer for ftfteen yean in Anatralia and
New Zealand. Screen u;perienee iDe1udea
"The Bed Lantern ", "The Tree of Xpow­
ledge, " •• What Every Woman K!DowI"

d m&ll7 other Paramount pletllrel.
TRULY SlUTTUCK-Born in Califor­

Ilia. Began Itage career as ebOI'Ul Birl
in San Pranciaeo. Wmt td Europe in
1900 and for leural yean ehe appeared
in George M. Cohan produetioDl. Ap­
peared in vaudnille in this country and
abroad and began aereen career in 1916.
H he charaeter part in "The Great
ImpenonatioD."

roNTAINB LA RUF--Born in NeW
York Cit)'. Began tage experience II toe
and Oriental 4aneer. Was in stOck in
Chicago two yean. Began screeD r
in mpport of DorothT Gish in "Boota."
LateI' appeared in Mack Sennett-Para­
mount eomedi d in other photoplay
production ineluding "Sins ot Roeanne"
"The ll'a:ith Healer" and "The LolIt R0­
mance."

ALAN RALE-Born in Washington, D.
C., 1892. Wu in Btock and 'Y&udeville
tor leveral years. In motion ptoturea four
yeal'l, ppeari!1l in Paramonnt and other
photoplays. Baa exoellent ebaracter role
in "The Great Impenonation."

--"THE

a Pa~~lOGntIf It'

. j

Al~~Star Cast, Fine Story, Jazzy Reviews

•'The Gnat. Im.penoDation" wtna

When two men who are alike as two
peas meet, something is bound to happen.
That i the principal situation in "The
Great Impenonation," :which was ehown
with great meee. at the .
theatre yesterday. It i. a Paramount
Picture produced by George Kelford.
James Kirkwood playa the dnal rolo of
a young German military commandant
and an English nobleman, two men who
look exactly alike. Fate brinl(~ them to­
gether and the German, the better to
serve the Kaiser, who is planning his
great attaek on civiliAtion, determin
to do away with the Englishman and im.
p nate him in his own country.
But at the flniab there is one of
the moat unusual tlevelf)pmenu ever seen
in III photoplay and one that will sur­
prise the moat blase andience.

Mr. Kirkwood and"ADD Forrest are
admirabl in their relpeetive leading
rolee. Adequate support are given by
Allan Hale, Fontaine La RUEl, iWfinter
Hall, Bertram J ow and Truly ShattUck.

Reviews for Press of
George Melford'a Virile Creation

"The Great Impersonation"

G EORGE MELFORD'S powerful Par­
amount. picture, "The Great Im­

personation", featuring Jamee Kirkwood,
scored an emphatic hit at the .
theatre laat night.

'The story is one that appeala to all
classes. It deals witll the period juat be­
fore the great war and ahowl the political
intrigues of the Kaiser and his schemes
to perfect . BPI: lIJ:!I.!em in England.
The principal aituation proVIdes one or
the biggest surprisee ever offered, and
stamps the story by E. Phillips Oppen­
heim as one of the cleverest ever writ­
ten. The pioture baa a real plot and
there is action in every scene.

•• '!'be Ore&t ImpenoD&tioD" CJn&t

Geol'R'8 elford'a Paramount picture
production of "The Great Impersona­
tion" in which Jamee Kirkwood ie the

.......__--Leatur player. nd hich 'W&I dis layed
at the •..... . . . . . . . . . . .. theatre yeater­
day, is great. That was the Tel'flict ot
mcceeding audiences. Th scenes of the
picture are laid in ~Jand and AfriM
and it haa a pre- ar poti 'eal plo and an
aopealiull love tory for i themo. Ann
Forrest proved. a charming heroine and
th mpport generally is ~xcellent.
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-"THE GREAT IMPERSONA110N"-

The .., of • IIWl who fooled the world
by Jma. • perfectly aat1a'al lIfel
In • diplomatic ..... that leads throa,h
dark ~teIahila tbroqh the
direat IDtrIpe _ CODC:eiftCl by • qJJ'1
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-"THE GREAT IMPERSON~TlON"-

Scehe Cuts to Please Motion Picture Fans

.Ann RJmstM4.Jame1 t.1rDoodta&_'- PIramouDt Pk:ture
• The Gte&t Imper9ooLtial' A GeoI8e NeIbd~
~_PreII.'_ CfIt ~"

IFIt' a Paramon
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These Pre s

OLD WORLD

O XFOB.D W&II temporaril7 moved to Boll7­
wood, at leut a"pGnioa of it, ucl _. of tH

moet Intereatbar aad aecurate Mtdap iJDaIIn·
able W&II eoutrueted at the FaIIlo. P1qen atu­
dio for •• TJae Great Imperao..~" a aeoq.
Kelford produetioJl, fea~ Jamea KlrJnrooct
widell 1rill be the bill at th. •...••.• lIleatre
for .•••...• da1.~ ••..•.•• aext.

'1'Il0ll8 wkG bye ..... &. PIUli,. OppeUeia,":~:;.'.~+~~y~~~~
popiilar IU'T or-ll
aeteJ'll ... at the famoaa Britiala UllivenitT.
III the pieto.re Ule dWado. W&II developed lIO
that oae 80t oDlT Ule iamou ..., of
learaUar. bat iatimate rliapee of .. of
lIle '1Piea1 blcnr-oat. lUDOIIIf Ule .tuc1eau ia &UIr
qaanen ia :Kacda1ea Hall

1& prepariq We "'UDr Ule proclae.r IIad Ule
Knee of aot 01117 Sir Gilbert Parker, aoW
BrlUaia aaUlor, but th. UIIia&aaee of~~1Nd-- Bertram .lobi, • weD bowa
aeter aeter, Sa 0118 of Ul..; Barl JiIeIaIoT.
Johu, '06, lUU1 Oap&&ia I'Jaak B1adw aN "­
otlaeJ'll. Jamea Klrkwood Sa Ule featvecl ...,. ia
til. prodneUoa ...~ :ron.& 11M die feIabIiae
lead. TIle auppo~ eaR ia ueall'"

.J
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EoACCE
An unu ally fine line

of adve ..
has been p --for
"The' Great Impersona­
tion".

•

-"THE GREAT IMPERSONAnON"-

E hibitor1 in adverti ing
mi. attraction should follow
the official billing, thus:

JES II L. LASKY

"...,..
GEORGE MELFORD

PRODUcnO

, .

. Timely Hint to Showmen RegarcijJ1g this Production

I

•
I.Exhibitor's Shoula Cautio Their Patrons to Be in Their Sea When the Fint

Scenes of "The Gteat Iq,e nation" are Fluh d on the Screen

EXHIBITORS who. displa~ GeorAte ~.elford's superb. Param?unt. produ.etion of "The
.' Great Impersonatl~n,"will do theIr patrons a aenume sel'Vlce tiy wammK them to see
the FIRST scenes of the picture FIRST, and not, as many frequently do, come in late and

I--J'---_+--__Jj_=se::.::e~th=e~finishof a picturc..withoutharinK .aeeCCIJDl-ttl;bhee-QpClli·DI!-KC:Dei.~~~

With ordinary motion p~etures, this makes little difference, but in th case of "The
Great Jmpersonation," to see the latter scenes of the production first, is to miss the motif of

. the photoplay as delineat~ in the openinK scenes. This may in a measure my$tify the specta­
. .tor and the force 'of the smashiDll climax is likely to be unappreciated at its full value.

Exhibitors therefore, .are uraed to request their patrons to be in their seats at the open-
. in2S of the re2Ular showinKS, because it is essential that th~ should absorb the beK,innin1l of
one of the atreatest stories ever r ~ and by do' w'ch, ill be .the
thrill that accompany the development of a picture ory such as is dev loped in
"Th eat Impersonation". This is one of the most 'c Pletu er made.
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SEND TO YOUR EXOIANGE FOR IT.

The cut at the left .hows the cover which on

being turned hack reveals the answer as shown in •

cut at lower right. The story of the picture is told

in the second page. The lower left illustration is the

back cover and there i. apace below for name of

theatre and date of showing.

Get Them To Ask "WHO IS HE?"

---"THE GREAT IMPERSONAnON"-

Novelty Herald To Win Picture Fans

~ ,••............••.••.......................••..................--.•...•.........__.....•.•-.-..
Geor,_ .on!
Prochctioa

Who is he?
............................................................................................................_-- __.......•......••....,......••
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-"THE GREAT IMPERS01N,"''''~'-

Attractive Posters

Aeeeuorfa P7b Lu'
ro'H be loami Oft Page
10 of tIr& PJwa Book.
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This document is from the Library of Congress 
“Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, 

1912-1977” 

Collections Summary:  

The Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, Class L and Class M, consists of forms, abstracts, 
plot summaries, dialogue and continuity scripts, press kits, publicity and other material, submitted for the 
purpose of enabling descriptive cataloging for motion picture photoplays registered with the United States 
Copyright Office under Class L and Class M from 1912-1977. 

Class L Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi020004

Class M Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi021002 
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